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The undersigned hereby certifies that this document is being placed in the United States mail 
with first-class postage attached, addressed to Mail Stop Ajnen^ent, Comaiissioner for 
Patents, P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 OH<Ianurf>^1^, 20n^C-y7 > . 




Mail Stop Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria. VA 22313-1450 



In keeping with the duty of candor and good faith owed to the Patent and Trademark 
Office, Applicant wishes to bring information to the attention of the Examiner. The filing of this 
statement shall not be construed as a representation that a search has been made or as an 
admission that this information is, or is considered to be, material to patentability as defined in 
37 C.F.R. §1 .56(b). 

Enclosures 

Kl A form PTO-1449 listing this information is attached 

Copies of documents cited, other than U.S. patents and published U.S. patent 

applications, are enclosed. 
D Copies of the cited documents are not enclosed because 

Fees 

□ This statement is filed before the later of: (1 ) three months of (i) the filing of a national 

application or (ii) the entry date for the national stage of an international application; (2) ^ 
the mailing date of a first office action on the merits; or (3) the mailing date of a first ° 
office action on the merits following the filing of a Request for Continued Examination. ^ 2 
No fee is due. 5 2 

This statement is filed before the mailing date of a final office action, a notice of 3 
allowance or an action that otherwise closes prosecution, and 

lEI The submission fee of $1 80.00 under 37 CFR §1.1 7(p) is enclosed, or 3 
□ The following certification is made: § 
□ each item of information contained in this statement was cited in a ^ 
communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign S 
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application not more than three months prior to the filing of this statement, 
or 

□ no item of information contained in this statement was cited in a 

communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign 
application and. to the knowledge of the person signing the statement 
after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in this 
statement was known to any individual designated in 37 CFR §1. 56(c) 
more than three months prior to the filing of this statement. 



□ This statement is filed on or before payment of the issue fee, the submission fee of 
$180.00 under 37 CFR §1.1 7(p) is enclosed, and 

□ each item of information contained in this statement was cited in a 
communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application 
not more than three months prior to the filing of this statement, or 

□ no item of information contained in this statement was cited in a communication 
from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application and, to the 
knowledge of the person signing the statement after making reasonable inquiry, 
no item of information contained in this statement was known to any individual 
designated in 37 CFR §1 .56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of this 
statement. 

Payment 

S A check in the amount of the submission fee is enclosed. 

□ Charge Account No. 02-3038 in the amount of the submission fee. A duplicate of this 
transmittal sheet is attached. 

Authorization to Charge Additional Fees 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees under 37 C.F.R. 
§1,16 and §1.17 required by the attached paper and during the entire pendency of this 
application to Account No. 02-3038. 
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U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Exa 
m 

Inits 


Cite 
No. 


Document Number 


Kind 
Cod 
e 


Patentee or Applicant Name 


Publication Date 






6,565,938 


A1 


Toyosumi et al. 


05/20/2003 






6.525,123 


A1 


Yang et al. 


02/25/2003 






6,323,288 


A1 


Ching et al. 


11/27/2001 






6,057,013 


A1 


Ching et al. 


05/02/2000 






5,942,297 


A1 


Speer et al. 


08/24/1999 






5,804,670A 


A1 


Stoeppelmann 


09/08/1998 






5,779,954 


A1 


Tinant et al. 


07/14/1998 






5,700,554 


A1 


Roberts et al. 


12/23/1997 






5,660,761 


A1 


Katsumoto et al. 


08/26/1997 






5,362.784 


A1 


Brodie et al. 


11/08/1994 






5.350.622 


A1 


Roberts et al. 


09/27/1994 






5,196,469 


A1 


Cashing et al. 


03/23/1993 






4,041,005 


A1 


Talsma et al. 


08/09/1977 






2003/0235708 


A1 


Yang et al. 


12/25/2003 






2002/0098269 


A1 


Bank et al. 


07/25/2002 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Exa 

m 

Inits 


Cite 
No. 


Cy 


Number 


Kind 
Cod 
e 


Patentee or 
Applicant Name 


Publication 
Date 


T 








WO 98/06779 




Katsumoto et al. 


02/19/1998 


□ 








EP1253171 




Kikuchi et al. 


10/30/2002 


□ 








EP1188552A 




Veritas AG 


03/20/2002 


S with 

English Abstract and 
English translation 








EP0732363A 




Solvay 


09/18/1996 


S with 

English Abstract (same 
as U.S. Patent 
5,779.954) 








EP0526977 




Brodie et al. 


02/10/1993 


□ 








JP7067594 




Toyo Seikan 


09/01/1993 


S with 

English Abstract 








JP61227821A 




Kawasaki Heavy Ind 
Ltd 


10/19/1986 


S with 

English Abstract 








JP05051508 




Monsanto Kasei Co. 


03/02/1993 


S with 

English Abstract 








FR2752452A 




Veritas Gummiwerke 
AG 


02/20/1998 


S with 

English Abstract & 
English translation 
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OTHER PRIOR ART - NGN PATENT LITERATURE AND DOCUMENTS 



Exam 
Inits 



Cite 
No. 



Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the articles (when appropriate), title of the item 
(book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), date, page(s), volume-issue number(s), publisher, 
city and/or country where published. 



International Search Report and Wirtten Opinion mailed November 15, 2005 in 
PCT Application No. PCT/US2004/022213 



International Search Report and Written Opinion mailed October 1 1 . 2004 in 
PCT Application No. PCT/US2004/015451 



International Search Report and Written Opinion mailed December 1 . 2005 in 
PCT Application No. PCT/US2005/025987 



□ 



□ 



□ 



□ 



Examiner 




Date 




Signature 




Considered 
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